Randomised controlled trial of temoporfin photodynamic therapy plus chemotherapy in nonresectable biliary carcinoma--PCS Nordic study.
Photodynamic therapy (PDT) in combination with stent have shown promising results in the treatment of biliary tract cancer (BTC) in patients not suitable for surgery. Chemotherapy has been shown to improve survival in patients with local advanced and metastatic BTC. In the current randomized trial the combination of chemotherapy and stent with and without temoporfin (Foscan) photodynamic therapy (PDT), with a primary endpoint on feasibility and safety, has been performed. Ten patients in each group. No serious, acute procedure-related complication related to PDT or the treatment combination was seen. The number of patients with cholangitis was equal in both groups. In the PDT group--arm A--two patients had cutaneous erythema after sun exposition, one of them with a localized blister. No neutropenic infection was seen. Quality of Life (QoL) was similar in both treatment groups. Progression free survival was numerically longer in the PDT group. The treatment combination was feasible. There was no serious complication related to PDT or the treatment combination. Number of cholangitis was equal in both groups, two abscesses were observed in the PDT group. Progression free survival was numerically longer in the PDT group.